General Information on the Global ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA)

ILAC – the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation – was established in 1977 to develop international cooperation aimed at facilitating trade by promoting the acceptance of accreditation and calibration/testing results. In 1996, ILAC became an official cooperation, with its primary goal being to establish links between accreditation bodies worldwide. On 2 November 2000, in Washington, 36 accreditation bodies from 28 countries signed the ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement, which is designed to support the development of the international trading system by recognizing test and calibration results obtained in laboratories across different countries. Accreditation enables people to make informed decisions when selecting a laboratory, as it demonstrates its competence, impartiality, and capabilities.
Membership in ILAC and IAF does not automatically imply the free movement of goods, since product requirements and testing methods may differ significantly between countries. Genuine recognition of certificates can be ensured either within regional associations such as the Eurasian Economic Union, where a uniform accreditation procedure is backed by equivalent requirements in other areas, or through bilateral governmental agreements.
The Federal Service for Accreditation (RusAccreditation) is a full member of the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and has been a signatory to the ILAC MRA since 2017.
The combined mark of the national accreditation system (hereinafter – the combined accreditation mark) is a depiction of the accreditation mark in combination with the marks of international accreditation organizations, which, depending on the rules of the relevant international accreditation organization, indicates RusAccreditation’s participation status in that international accreditation organization and/or its participation in mutual recognition arrangements within the framework of that international accreditation organization.
The ILAC MRA combined mark placed on a test report or calibration certificate gives that document weight abroad, as it directly indicates that it was issued by a laboratory whose accreditation enjoys international recognition. Furthermore, the presence of the ILAC MRA mark on conformity assessment documents may be a mandatory condition under export contracts and a requirement of foreign legislation.
RusAccreditation confirmed its status as a signatory to the global International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation Mutual Recognition Arrangement (ILAC MRA) following the successful completion of an independent international audit conducted by the Asia-Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (APAC) in September 2024, as reported here.
The Testing Central Scientific and Methodological Veterinary Laboratory of the Federal State Budgetary Institution "Federal Centre for Animal Health" (Unique Accreditation Record Number in the Register of Accredited Entities: RA.RU.21MК09), accredited in the national accreditation system, has the right to use the ILAC MRA combined mark within the scope of its accreditation in accordance with the established requirements for reproduction of the mark.
